September 12 2014

Secretary General and Commissioners

Canadian Radio-television Telecommunications Commission (CRTC)

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0N2

Re: Public Process Number: 2014-426; Demande(s) / Application(s): 2014-0696-8; 
CRTC Hearing in Gatineau, Quebec - Oct 15, 2014

Intervention of Greg J. Edwards

Secretary General & Commissioners:

I Gregory J. Edwards am a Canadian resident of the Tsawwassen peninsula; I reside at 5078 Walker Avenue Delta BC V4M 1A7 Canada, my home since December 1972.

1) During the January 2014 CRTC hearing in Surrey BC, Sher-E-Punjab Radio Broadcasting Inc of Richmond BC Canada used the word “repatriate” in its argument to support its application for a Canadian broadcast licence implying that it once possessed a Canadian broadcast but lost it during an American vacation or what have you. The fact is Sher-E-Punjab Radio has never possessed a Canadian licence to repatriate.  Sher-E-Punjab Radio has been using an American license to broadcast from Richmond BC via KRPI 1550 AM Radio's transmitter in Ferndale WA to its audience in Metro Vancouver Canada. A U.S. broadcast license, from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), can't suddenly become a Canadian licence, anymore than a Canadian licence--especially an imaginary one--can poof into an American one no matter how you spell l-i-c-e-n-c-(s)-e. 

2) Sher-E-Punjab Radio when using its American face—KRPI aka BBC Broadcasting Inc aka BBC Holdings Inc--is in fact an unlicensed Canadian radio station that has used its American face—BBC Broadcasting Inc WA--to hoodwink the FCC in Washington DC into believing that it Sher-E-Punjab Radio aka KRPI Radio is an American patriot broadcasting to an American audience, hence its FCC broadcast license. And then it has used its foreign, American, broadcast license to procure an FCC construction permit for the directional 50,000-watt AM transmitter that it wants to erect in Point Roberts WA on the Tsawwassen peninsula so that it can broadcast to Metro Vancouver Canadians, a plan that will have us, Tsawwassen's 23,000 Canadians and an uncertain number of Americans in Point Roberts, covered in extremely high levels of blanketing interference, a recognized hazard that both the FCC and Industry Canada prohibit in densely populated areas, but to date neither has refused to prohibit it in our area, Tsawwassen: Why? A so-called loophole, an oversight, an omission of harmful blanketing interference from the international agreements—but a definite transgression of the spirit of every pertinent international agreement to which Canada and the States are signatories. But the two-faced patriot. BBC Broadcasting Inc of WA in collusion with Sher-E-Punjab Radio of BC, doesn't care that its use of a loophole will inflict harmful blanketing interference us, the Canadians and Americans of Tsawwassen and Point Roberts, just as long as its using our international border gets it a second broadcast licence, this one Canadian, from the Canadian Radio-television Commission (CRTC).

3) But let's leave the fact that both countries normally prohibit extremely high levels of harmful blanketing interference in densely populated areas, so that we can get on with Sher-E-Punjab's conflicting claims of patriotism. The Tsawwassen Canada-Point Roberts USA border is where the face of the American patriot that BBC Broadcasting Inc(-Sher-E-Punjab Radio) claims to be is behaving as the Canadian patriot it claims to be, Sher-E-Punjab Radio(-BBC Broadcasting Inc), without blushing and without shame as it asks the CRTC for a Canadian broadcast licence for the 600 AM spot, a powerful station that covers the territory from Whistler to Hope, the entire Lower Mainland of British Columbia, the same area that Sher-E-Punjab Radio plans to reach with its leased KRPI transmitter in Point Roberts. 

4) This is where Sher-E-Punjab Radio mis-uses repatriate again: How? By using “repatriate” it implies that if it gets a CRTC licence for 600 AM in Metro Vancouver it will abandon its plan to erect its AM border-blaster in Point Roberts USA thereby eliminating the blanketing interference problem, but this implication is wrong: Sher-E-Punjab Radio's American face BBC Broadcasting Inc has already lined up other stations owners to which it will lease its Point Roberts' radio transmitter. Conclusion: Sher-E-Punjab Radio Broadcasting Inc aka BBC Broadcasting Inc is no Canadian patriot. Sher-E-Punjab Radio  Broadcasting Inc has proven itself unworthy of a Canadian broadcast licence.

5) Blanketing interference? I'd never heard of blanketing interference until last August when an email arrived from Point Roberts to alert me about BBC Broadcasting Inc's plan to erect a 50,000-watt AM transmitter just across the 49th parallel from us, Tsawwassen's 23,000 or so Canadians. I couldn't believe what I'd read: The BBC? Point Roberts? Why would the BBC of the United Kingdom erect a border-blaster here when it's associated with the CBC, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation? Especially a 50,000-watt AM transmitter midst the 24,500 Canadians and Americans of the Tsawwassen peninsula—24,500 human beings. This had to be a prank. “Pull the other one, Arthur,” I chuckled. Obviously, Pt. Bob's retired research psychologist Dr. Arthur Reber was having me on—pulling my leg—conducting a tongue-in-cheek lab experiment into the gullibility of Canucks who live within feet of the Excited States. But I like to check facts before I respond to pranks. Google turned up an odd situation: BBC Broadcasting Inc led me to the KRPI 1550 Radio website that posts links to news stories on the real BBC's website, the British Broadcasting Corporation's UK website. Skeptical, suspicious, confused and curious, I looked closely at the two BBCs' names and began to suspect that the broadcaster incorporated in the States--BBC Broadcasting Inc--is not the real BBC at all, so why does the American radio station KRPI link its website users to British Broadcasting Corporation news stories? Prestige by association? Too cheap to dig up its own news? I played around with KRPI's website just in case I'd missed information that would tell me why the British broadcaster would take on a cheap American affiliate, but KRPI's website offered me nothing more than an implied affiliation with the real BBC. I ended up on Sher-E-Punhab Radio's elaborate website. Obviously, BBC Broadcasting Inc of Washington State and KRPI Radio of Washington State are associated in some way with Sher-E-Punjab Radio Broadcasting Inc in Richmond British Columbia Canada.  A phone call to Dr. Reber led to confirmation that BBC Broadcasting Inc, KRPI and Sher-E-Punjab are one and the same, a family compact straddling the Canada-U.S. Border. Their close ties to one another are covered in other interventions, so I won't repeat facts that others have established.

6) Jim Ronback, a retired systems safety engineer living in Tsawwassen, joined us. Subsequent chats and meetings with Ronback led to lessons in the types of interference emitted from AM transmitters—harmful cross-border blanketing interference being the one of concern to us and should have been of concern to the FCC and Industry Canada as well: Why? How? When? 

7) Considering the Canadian and American regulations concerning harmful blanketing interference, we couldn't believe that Sher-E-Punjab-BBC Broadcasting Inc omitted our community of 23,000 Canadians from its application to the FCC in Washington DC for the construction permit that could let it erect its 50,000-watt five-tower AM transmitter array midst us, 24,500 Canadians and Americans. We Canadians of Tsawwassen couldn't believe that our own Industry Canada had assented to the FCC's having granted said construction permit to BBC Broadcasting Inc (WA). aka KRPI Radio (WA), aka BBC Holdings (WA) aka Sher-E-Punjab Radio (BC). Surely, the FCC and Industry Canada would act in concert to cancel this construction permit now that we'd brought our existence to their attention?  But so far, not so. Perhaps the FCC and Industry Canada are waiting for a true patriot, Sher-E-Pnnjab or BBC Broadcasting Inc, to stand up to acknowledge their omission if 24,500 human beings from their application to the FCC and by association to Industry Canada.  A true patriot wouldn't hesitate to do so. But instead of doing so, Sher-E-Punjab Radio et al applied to the CRTC in hope of getting Canada to award it a Canadian licence to add to its American one. Patriotism be damned, eh. And bugger the Americans of Point Roberts, too. Fortunately, the CRTC did not award them a licence. 

8) But grossly inaccurate population density figures weren't the only sin in Sher-E-PunJab Radio Broadcasting Inc and BBC Broadcasting Inc's 'patriotic' application to the FCC: Dave Bastien of Tsawwassen discovered among other facts that the site plan that BBC Broadcasting Inc et al submitted to the FCC didn't jibe with the site plan it submitted to the Whatcom County planning department; BBC Broadcasting Inc's claim that local trees would hide its 150-foot towers was false, too: a surveyor revealed that the height of its towers was taken from sea level while the height of the trees was taken from ground level; BBC Broadcasting Inc didn't pursue two other sites on the Whatcom County mainland because it didn't want to negotiate with the Lummi Tribe, the inference being that it was easier for Sher-E-Punjab Radio et al to pull the wool of the FCC and Industry Canada than it was to negotiate with Lummi Tribe; BBC Broadcasting Inc failed to mention to the FCC that it could lease facilities on the Orcas Island antenna farm on Constitution Mountain, an option that would disperse KRPI's harmful blanketing interference out over water instead of over us; BBC Broadcasting Inc also failed to investigate other sites in the San Juan Islands.

9) Point Roberts and therefore Tsawwassen were never given proper public notice of the FCC hearing that ended in BBC Broadcasting et al being granted a construction permit for Point Roberts. Yes, BBC Broadcasting Inc claims that it gave public notice as defined by FCC regulation but the FCC did not realize that Pt. Bobbers and therefore Tsawwassenites would not see the small public notice ads published in the Bellingham Herald, a newspaper that's neither delivered to homes nor sold in stores here. We couldn't read the public notice because we didn't get any, not any that any reasonable person would consider to be proper public notice; finally but not completely, the most galling of Sher-E-Punjab Radio et al's submissions is the claim that “Canadians are not relevant.” What Canadian patriot would ever claim that his fellow citizens are irrelevant to FCC and Industry Canada and by extension not relevant to the CRTC? Well, a Canadian patriot would never consider fellow citizens irrelevant in the situation we find ourselves, but the Sher-E-Punjab Radio-BBC Broadcasting Inc-KRPI-BBC Holdings Inc family compact has and is maintaining that Canadians are not relevant to their observing the regulation of harmful blanketing interference. 

10) This same two-faced family compact has thumbed its nose at the Canadian Broadcasting Act's first declaration that “the Canadian broadcasting system shall be effectively owned and controlled by Canadians.” A broadcast licenc(s)e defines the nationality of a radio station; KRPI 1550 AM Radio, an American broadcast licensee, airs Sher-E-Punjab productions. True patriots don't claim to be Canadians only when facing North of the 49th, but Americans when facing south of it.

11) During the CRTC January 2014 hearings in Surrey, Sher-E-Punjab Radio's competitors argued that the CRTC should not grant Sher-E-Punjab Radio a Canadian licence because to do so would reward Sher-E-Punjab Radio for having broadcast to Canadians from an American transmitter for years without a Canadian licence with impunity. I can't agree more. Sher-E-Punjab and its American shells have shown nothing but contempt for process, be it FCC, IC or CRTC. Tsawwassenites are feeling Sher-E-Punjab Radio's contempt for its fellow Canadians, as well as for Pt. Bobbers.

12) It's impossible for me to get to Gatineau for the hearing; could the CRTC hold its hearing in Metro Vancouver so that I and other Tsawwassenites can attend?

13) And, could you persuade Industry Minister James Moore to take the ethical high road: withdraw his ministry's assent to the FCC construction permit granted in error for Point Roberts? 

14/14) Sher-E-Punjab Radio is unworthy of a Canadian broadcast licence.

Yours truly,

Greg J. Edwards

5078 Walker Avenue

Delta, BC, V4M 1A7

Canada

604-948-5149; greg.j.edwards@telus.net
CC:

Kerry-Lynne Findlay, PC, QC, MP Delta – Richmond East

Vicki Huntington, MLA Delta South

James Moore, Minister Industry Canada

Tom Wheeler, Chairman, US Federal Communications Commission

Sher-E-Punjab Radio Broadcasting Incorporated, Richmond, BC

Suzanne Bosman, Whatcom County Planning and Development Services
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